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The important problem of retained 
percentages is examined in the lead 
editorial. 


TSA delegation heads for Minneapo- 
lis and 87th annual AIA convention. 


Colonel Willard P. McCrone discusses 
the Corps of Engineers program in 
Galveston District in an important 
and informative editorial. 
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w President's hatin 


By 
Grayson Gill 
TSA-AIA 


President, 
Texas Society 
of Architects 


Recent hearings before the state af- 
fairs committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives on the proposed architec- 
tural registration law revision forcefully 
bring to the attention of the architects 
of Texas the necessity for continued at- 
tention to constructive participation in 
architectural education, with special 
emphasis upon the following objectives 
of the Texas Society of Architects as 
defined in the by-laws: 


A. “. . . To make the profession of 
ever-increasing service to the 
citizenship of the state by advo- 
cating means to protect and bet- 
ter the public health, safety, and 
welfare as related to planning 
and to the design and construc- 
tion of buildings. 


B. Maintenance of high profession- 
al standards. 


C. Advancement of architectural 
education. 


(1) By co-operation with the sev- 
eral architectural schools. 

(2) By encouragement of all 
architectural students, both in 
and out of schools." 


To maintain high professional stand- 
ards, the best available academic 
training offered by our schools of 
architecture should be followed by a 
minimum period of internship in actual 
office experience under the direction 
of a registered architect. Experience 
has indicated that this period should 
be not less than three years. 

Almost without exception, practicing 
architects are indebted to some archi- 
tect for their post-graduate training of 
this kind, and are obligated to make 
available to the graduates of architec- 
tural schools the same opportunity for 
training which they themselves have re- 
ceived. 

The professional architect makes a 
substantial contribution to the mainte- 
nance of high professional standards 
by the post-graduate training he gives 
to the architectural graduate. 


TSA Delegates Attend 87th Meeting 
Of AIA At Minneapolis June 20-24 


About 40-50 TSA members will be 
delegates to the 87th annual conven- 
tion of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects at Minneapolis June 20-24. The 
theme of the annual meeting, to be 
held at the Hotel Radisson, is ‘'Design- 
ing for the Community.” 

Heading the TSA delegation will be 
Albert S. Golemon of Houston, region- 
al AIA director, and Grayson Gill of 
Dallas, TSA president. David C. Baer 
of Houston will preside at Minneapolis 
sessions of the AIA Committee on Of- 
fice Practice, and other TSA members 
are serving on various key committees. 
Mr. Baer’s group will hold an important 
seminar in cost estimating and modular 
measurement. 

Milton Foy Martin of Houston will 
receive a national AIA honor award 
for his design of the Texas Children's 
Hospital in Houston. This is the only 
hospital selected for an honor award 
in the 1955 AIA competitions. 

Edward L. Wilson of Fort Worth, 
immediate past AIA regional director, 
is a candidate for the post of secretary 
of the AIA at Minneapolis. 


City planning and rebuilding will be 
in the spotlight at the Minneapolis 
meeting, expected to attract about 
1600 architects from over the U.S. 
Minneapolis is the first city to submit 
an urban renewal plan approved by 
the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency. 

The AIA Gold Medal will be award- 
ed to Willem M. Dudok, noted Dutch 
city planner, during the Minneapolis 
meeting. 


Portland Cement Association 
Names Thomas D. Shiels 


The Portland Cement Association has 
appointed Thomas D. Shiels district 
engineer with headquarters at 114 
East Eighth Street, Austin. He succeeds 
James D. Piper, promoted to the post 
of vice president for promotion. 

Mr. Shiels will be responsible for 
PCA activities throughout Texas. A vet- 
eran of more than 30 years with the 
Association, Mr. Shiels is a civil engi- 
neering graduate of VMI who joined 
PCA in 1925 as a field engineer. 
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CANDIDATE 


Edward L. Wilson, TSA-AIA of Fort Worth, 
immediate past regional director of the AIA 
and a former president of TSA, will be a 
candidate for national secretary of the AIA 
at the 87th annual convention in Minneapolis 
June 20-24. Mr. Wilson is president of the 
Texas Architectural Foundation. 
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netained Percentages 


As an example of sound cooperative action 
between the construction industry and the archi- 
tectural profession which benefits the general pub- 
lic, representatives of the American Institute of 
Architects have been conferring with the Producers’ 
Council and other groups on the problem of re- 
tained percentages. 

Over the years, there has been a general 
practice of retaining a percentage of the payments 
due contractors for completed work, until final ac- 
ceptance of the entire project. The amount re- 
tained varies over the country. In some areas, there 
is retention of a flat 15%. Elsewhere, the amount 
retained is 10%. In some cases, the amount is re- 
duced as the job nears completion. 

The result of the joint meetings is a feeling that 
although the basic principles of retained percent- 
ages is sound, the present percentage of retention 
is generally too large and constitutes contractor's 
money frozen. This in turn means money due sub- 
contractors and material men is likewise frozen 
and sometimes for long periods of time. 

The Second Conference on the Problems of 
Retained Percentages has made the following basic 
recommendations: 

(1) That the Owner-Contractor Agreement 
forms be changed to provide that ten percent of 
payments to contractors be retained until the work 
is 75% complete. Thereafter, the retained amount 
should total 5% of the contract price. 

(2) That a change in AIA Form 702 (Applica- 
tion for Payment) be made to add columns for per- 
centage of retained amounts due on each item of 
work each pay period, and generally make known 
to the architect in much more detail regarding the 
contractor's direct costs, overhead, and profit. 

As Editor of the TEXAS ARCHITECT, David C. 
Baer, TSA-AIA, Chairman of the National Office 
Practice Committee, AIA makes the following 
general observations and invites comment from our 
readers on this important matter: 

(1) The basic intent of the recommendations 
of the Conference seems well grounded and merits 
the attention of the construction industry and the 
efforts necessary to solve this problem. Obviously 
there is inequity in the present retainage proced- 
ures. This is particularly true of a sub-contractor 
who may complete his work early on a job and 
then has to wait many months to collect the ten 
or more percent the contractor withholds until the 
job is completed and accepted. The owner should 
save some money by a change in this policy if a 
workable procedure can be evolved that is accept- 
able to all parties. 

(2) The statement of policy on retention rec- 
ommended by the conference should be further 
clarified to state without chance of misinterpreta- 
tion that retention shall be 10% until job is 75% 


completed after which only 5% of the contract 
sum shall be withheld until finai payment. It should 
also be stated that payments to sub-contractors by 
the General Contractor and equipment and ma- 
terial suppliers should be on this same basis. 

(3) It is believed the recommendations fail to 
solve the problem of assuring the architect and all 
interested parties that sub-contractors and material 
men will be and are being paid as their money be- 
comes due. Some times this is very important. 

(4) No real purpose is served in the added 
responsibility for job accounting placed on the 
architect due to revising the AIA standard Owner- 
Contractor forms and Application for Payment 
forms. As proposed these changes would add a 
very considerable amount of checking and detailed 
figure work for the architect. 

(5) As stated the recommendations would in- 
vade the business privacy of the General Con- 
tractors to so great an extent that their support of 
the program will be hard to secure. 

As chairman of the Office Practice Committee, 
AIA, Mr. Baer states that this matter will be dis- 
cussed by the committee at a meeting in Minne- 
apolis in June. Changes required in documents of 
the Institute are the responsibility of this committee 
and therefore, the committee is especially inter- 
ested in the problems raised by these recommenda- 
tions. 


TSA at Minneapolis 


TSA will send a sizable contingent of between 
40 and 50 delegates to the 87th annual convention 
of the America Institute of Architects at Minneapolis 
from June 20-24. 

TSA members will play a prominent role in the 
annual meeting of the AIA, which now numbers 
more than 10,000 members and an overwhelming 
percentage of the nation’s registered architects. 
The TSA delegation will be headed by Albert S. 
Golemon of Houston, regional director; and Gray- 
son Gill of Dallas, TSA president. Both of these men 
and many other well-known TSA members over the 
state are serving on important AIA committees 
which determine so many critical matters regarding 
the architectural profession in general. 

David C. Baer, TSA-AIA of Houston, will be in 
Minneapolis as chairman of the AIA Office Practice 
Committee, one of the key groups within the na- 
tional organization and one which has been par- 
ticularly active. Edward L. Wilson of Fort Worth, 
a widely-known practitioner who has held many 
high posts within TSA and is immediate past AIA 
regional director, will be a candidate for the office 
of national secretary. Milton Foy Martin of Houston 
is to receive an AIA honor award for his design of 
the Texas Children's Hospital in Houston, the only 
hospital so honored this year. 


Current Program In Galveston District 


Outlined By District Engineer, C.E., U.S.A. 


Colonel Willard P. 
McCrone, 
District Engineer, 
Galveston District, 
Corps of Engineers, 
U. S. Army 


Colonel Willard P. McCrone, district 
engineer for the Galveston District, 
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, spoke 
before the San Antonio Chapter, TSA 
recently on the current military con- 
struction program of the Corps of En- 
gineers, particularly the Galveston Dis- 
trict, which is one of the five districts 
of the Southwestern Division, Corps of 
Engineers. 

Following is an abstract of the re- 
marks of Colonel McCrone, a 41-year- 
old native of Cincinnati and graduate 
of the University of Cincinnati, Univer- 
sity of California, and the Armed 
Staff College who recently 
served as officer for NIKE 
guided-missile Colonel 
McCrone, commissioned a second lieu- 
tenant in the Regular Army in 1937, 


Forces 
project 
construction. 


has served in Hawaii, France, Corsica, 
and Italy, before and during World 
War Il, in addition to many important 
assignments in the U.S. 

It is a distinct pleasure for me to 
be with you today to give you what 
information | can concerning the mili- 
tary construction program being car- 
ried on by the Corps of Engineers, par- 
ticularly the Galveston District. 

A long range view, because of mili- 
tary demands and Congressional ap- 
proval requirements that force revis- 
ions, is not possible. Even this outline 
of the scope and funds involved is sub- 
ject to change. 

Area of Responsibility — SWD 

Before proceeding further, | would 
like to outline briefly the areas of re- 
sponsibility for the military construc- 
tion activities of the five districts of the 
Southwestern Division of the Corps of 
Engineers. The Little Rock District has 
jurisdiction over the state of Arkansas, 
and the northern half of the state of 
Louisiana. The Tulsa District supervises 
military construction work in the state 
of Oklahoma, the Panhandle of Texas, 
and the northern portion of Texas 
above Dallas. The Albuquerque District 


ASPHALT PAVING is a FLEXIBLE paving 
.does not break like RIGID paving 


supervises construction in the state of 
New Mexico, and the northwestern por- 
tion of Texas, while the Fort Worth Dis- 
trict is responsible for military con- 
struction in the central portion of 
Texas. Our own Galveston District, with 
main offices in Galveston, supervises 
work in the southern portions of Texas 
and Louisiana. 


Galveston District Military Program 
The total current military construction 


program being conducted under super- 
vision of the Galveston District (for the 
U. S. Army and U. S. Air Force) 
amounts to some 59 million dollars. 
(This is exclusive of future programs 
wihch are also under design.) Of this 
amount, we have 49 million dollars 
worth already under contract, while 10 
million dollars remains to be 
placed under contract before June 30 
of this year. 

Preliminary design of items in the 
FY 56 program amounting to 24 mil- 
lion dollars, has been completed dur- 
ing the current fiscal year. It is contem- 
plated that completion of FY 56 design 
will be authorized in the near future, 
as well as project planning and pre- 
liminary design for the FY 57 program. 
The final program authorized by Con- 


worth 


gress for construction will most likely 
be less than the design program. 
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Galveston District Medical Facilities 

An item which | believe will be of 
interest to you is the current program 
for medical facilities being accom- 
plished by the Galveston District for 
the Air Force. 

Since this program first began in 
FY 52, the Galveston District has super- 
vised construction of dental clinics, 
varying in size from 8 to 20 chairs, at 
Laughlin, Laredo, Lackland, Kelly, Har- 
ingen and Foster Air Force Bases in 
Texas, and the Lake Charles AFB in 
Louisiana. 


In addition to this, we have con- 
structed 50/100-bed hospitals at 
Laughlin, Laredo and Foster Air Force 
Bases; a 75/150-bed hospital at the 
Harlingen AFB; and a 75/1 50-bed hos- 
pital is being designed in the FY 56 
program for Ellington AFB, near Hous- 
ton. 


Our largest hospital project now un- 
der construction is located at the Lack- 
land Air Force Base, where a 500 
1000-bed, multi-story, permanent type 
hospital is being built. The structure 
includes nine complete stories, plus 
basement and two more stories in the 
elevator tower. 


The structure will be primarily con- 
crete frame, with cast in place concrete 
panel fill-ins, and will have 320,000 
square feet of space. The exterior will 
be given a dash coat of Portland ce- 
ment and fine sand. 


Procuring A-E Services 

Construction actually began on Oc- 
tober 5, 1954, and completion of the 
project is scheduled for late Septem- 
ber, 1956. 

Another project in this area which is 
of interest to you, is the School of 
Aviation Medicine being planned for 
construction at the Brooks Air Force 
Base, near here. 

The facilities are being designed to 
meet the triple mission of the school; 
namely, (1) the teaching of aviation 
medicine, (2) research in aviation med- 
icine, and (3) the clinical practice of 
aviation medicine. We will be required 
to provide space, utilities, etc., for test 
chambers, animal experimentation, 
and numerous other items. As an ex- 
ample, the lecture rooms will be equip- 
ped so that by means of color TV and 
intercom, as many as 500 students will 
be able to observe and ask questions, 
even while delicate surgery is being 
performed. 


| would like to briefly give you the 
Corps of Engineer procedures and 
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Fort Worth Craftsman Honored 


Grayson Gill of Dallas, president of TSA, presents a craftsmanship award to 
J. J. Delwaide, Fort Worth stonecutter and quarryman who was honor guest at 
the Fort Worth Chapter's annual Craftsmanship Award Banquet. Looking on is 
Albert S. Golemon of Houston, regional director of the American Institute of 
Architects who was present for the banquet at the Rivercrest Country Club in 


Fort Worth. 


policies for procuring A-E services for 
design of military construction projects. 

In the months following the out- 
break of the Korean War, several ma- 
jor changes were made in the proce- 
dures and policies for procuring A-E 
services for the design of Army and 
Air Force subjects, to be constructed 
under the supervision of the Corps of 
Engineers. 

In December 1950, the President of 
the United States declared that a 
period of National Emergency existed, 
and to many people a third world war 
appeared imminent. However, the lan- 
guage of the appropriation acts pass- 
ed by Congress, made it clear that it 
was the intent of Congress, that the 
military construction program was to be 
executed in an orderly, business-like 
fashion, without the application of ex- 
pediting funds, or the assumption of 
unreasonable completion dates, for 
any item included in the program. 

To implement the procedures pro- 
mulgated by the Secretary of Defense, 
the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, 
issued the following policies to be fol- 
lowed by the Corps: 


". . . In the interest of economy, the 
strength of Government forces assign- 
ed to military construction projects will 
be held to the number that can uni- 
formly and profitably be employed on 
a year-round basis. In the event that 
only a portion of design work can be 
accomplished by Government forces, 
architect-engineers will be employed 
on projects having a counterpart in 
the civilian economy." Further, ‘'. . . It 
is the current policy of the Corps of 
Engineers to distribute the items of 
work to acquaint as many new firms as 
possible with the policies and proce- 
dures of engineering design in the 
event of an all-out emergency. The 
items of work shall be grouped and 
spread among as many firms as pos- 
sible in order that upon completion of 
the present program all qualified archi- 
tect-engineer firms in each area will 
have had some work.” These stated 
policies were rigidly applied during 
the calendar years 1951, 1952, and 
1953. 

During this period, the Galveston 
District alone has entered into contracts 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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No matter what the style of a home—from Colonial to Con- 
temporary—you can enhance the beauty of the bathroom and 
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Briggs color processing is 
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New Design Aid For Students 


Produced for the nine architectural and architectural engineering schools in the Southwest, 
this design aid for students features models of three basic wall types with descriptive literature 
of each design. Shown inspecting the display is J. J. Kelly, (left) Promotion Manager and 
C. T. Grimm, executive secretary of the Clay Products Association of the Southwest. 


Galveston District. . . 

with 86 A-E firms. These contracts cov- 
ered the preparation of plans, specifi- 
cations, and design analyses for con- 
struction totalling more than 116 mil- 
lion dollars. 

The number of personnel in our En- 
gineering Division, assigned to this 
military construction program, held 
fairly constant during this period aver- 
aging about 86. 

During calendar year 1954 and 
early in 1955, modifications to the ex- 
pressed policies of the Chief of Engi- 
neers were received. The Korean War 
had been brought to a close. Numerous 
firms and individuals had gained ex- 
perience in military construction de- 
sign, and more and more emphasis was 
placed on economy, reduced manpow- 
er and greater efficiency. Our current 
regulations governing the operations 
of the Corps of Engineers now contain 
instructions as follows: ‘*. . . Emphasis 
will be placed on selecting firms or in- 
dividuals . . . experienced in the design 
of the particular type of project in- 
volved, and having the ability to or- 
ganize sufficient personnel to expedite 
the work. In all cases where the quali- 
fications of a local firm or individual 
are determined to be equal to those of 
a non-local firm or individual for a 
particular project, preference will be 
given the local firm or individual... . 
Overloading of any one firm should be 
avoided. The principle of distributing 
work among the maximum number of 


PAGE 8 


firms should not be applied with such 
rigidity that the use of specific time in- 
tervals or any other systematic rotation 
plan is required. Each project will be 
considered on the basis of its individ- 
val qualifications. Insofar as practic- 
able, an equitable distribution of avail- 
able work wil be made among quali- 
fied firms. The award of contracts in 
all cases should be predicated on 
sound engineering and economic prin- 
ciples and on the basis that the over-all 
best interest of the Government is be- 
ing served.” 

Under these regulations, the trend 
has been to negotiate the FY 55 and 
FY 56 work with A-E firms experienced 
in military construction design to Corps 
of Engineer requirements. District rec- 
ords reveal that during April 1955, 20 
A-E firms were actively engaged in 
work for the Galveston District. Five 
of these firms were working with the 
District for the first time. A systematic 
rotation plan is not in effect, but we do 
consider new A-E firms, and try to keep 
a portion of our work with new A-E's. 

You no doubt are interested in how 
A-E fees are established. Based upon 
fee experience, the Office, Chief of 
Engineers has developed a set of 
curves from which the A-E fee can be 
determined as a percentage of the es- 
timated construction cost, with some 
latitude for complexity of design and 
field work required. Unlike construction 
contracts, which are almost entirely ad- 
vertised and awarded to the lowest re- 


San Antonio Architects 
Win Design Awards In 
Chapter Competition 

Members of the San Antonio Chap- 
ter, TSA, were awarded eight citations 
for outstanding design in connection 
with the Chapter's competition during 
Texas Architect's Week. Many of the 
award-winning designs will be entered 
in "Texas Architecture — 1955," a 
statewide competition to be judged in 
conjunction with the State Fair of Texas 
in Dallas this fall. 

An award jury headed by Professor 
Harwell H. Harris of the School of 
Architecture at the University of Texas 
made the following awards: 


Awards Listed 
First honors, all classes: Barilett 


Cocke and O'Neil Ford, for a Trinity 
University dormitory. 

Residential merit award: Cerf Ross 
& H. Edwin Nicholson, for the Ross 
home. 

Churches merit award: Milton Ryan, 
for the University of Presbyterian 
Church. 

School merit award: Phelps & De- 
wees & Simmons, for the San Antonio 
Junior College group. 

Commercial class merit award: Reg- 
inald G. Roberts, for a professional 
center presentation. 

Honorable mention awards went to 
Frank M. Valdez and Joe L. Williams, 
for a speculative house design; to A. 
Noonan & Associates, for an Alice In- 
dependent School District design; and 
to Ayres & Ayres for the San Antonio 
International Airport. 


sponsible bidder, A-E contracts are all 
negotiated. 

As District Engineer, | have the au- 
thority to approve A-E selections, ex- 
cept in cases involving classified proj- 
ects. However, my authority to award 
an A-E contract is limited to those in 
which the fee does not exceed $100,- 
000. Award must be approved by the 
Division Engineer (in Dallas) on con- 
tracts when the fee is over $100,000, 
but which does not exceed $500,000. 
Where the fee exceeds $500,000, 
award of an A-E contract requires the 
approval of the Chief of Engineers in 


Washington. Approval of estimated 
fees contain these same limitations. 
Based on past experience and 


known capabilities, my office selects 
three firms in an order of preference. 
After approval of the Government esti- 
mate of the fee, we enter into negotia- 
(Continued on Page 11) 
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SWINGING DOORS: SLIDING PANELS- CASEMENT WINDOWS>*: PROJECTED WINDOWS 


...as illustrated in Sweets 


ALUNHAR 
Products 


REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 


R. H. FOLMAR COMPANY MANUFACTURERS AUSTIN, TEXAS 


modern Texas schools 
choose CLOW Gasteam 
radiators for heating 


because: They are time-proved 
for safety, economy, comfort and 
durability. James B. Clow & Sons 
has been manufacturing Gasteam 
Radiators for 55 years and many 
Texas schools are still heated by 
Gasteam Radiators after 25 to 30 
years of use. Where can you find 
a heating plant with a service 
record like that? 

Don't take our word for it- 


just ask the schools that use them. The New Duncanville High School—Duncanville, Texas. 

Let us send you a list of Texas Superintendent of Schools: J. Herman Reed. 

schools that use Clow Gasteam Architect: Royall M. Strode, Dallas. Structural Engineer: William L. Cobb, Dallas. 
Radiators for heating! General Contractor: Lee Elliott, Associates, Dallas. 


Each Clow Gasteam Radiator is an independent heating 
plant, generating its own steam heat with gas. 


Approved by the American Gas Association for use with City, Butane or 
Propane gas. Listed by the Underwriters’ Laboratories. 


This new 20-classroom high school was built by the unique method of 
pouring the roof on the ground and raising it up to the proper height 
with synchronized hydraulic jacks and fastening it to the supporting 
structure. Roof trusses for the front, gymnasium section, are above in- 


iat a et aoe stead of below the roof, providing an unobstructed surface below. 
Dallas 6—5637 Daniels Avensis Yes, many of the newest, most modern Texas schools are being heated 


Tel. EMerson 6-2896 _ Write or phone NOW by Clow Gasteam Radiators. That’s because they served so many Texas 
wena Avenua for further information communities so well in their old buildings. You, too, can benefit from the 
Tel. koon 8148 and free estimates economy in installed cost and fuel cost of a Clow Gasteam Radiator 
THE GAS-STEAM HEATING CO. heating system for schools. Why not drop into one of our display rooms 
San Antonio 5—102 Heiman St. | for a demonstration? See addresses at left. 
Tel. CApitol 3-6123 


JAMES B. CLOW and SONS 201-299 N. Talman Avenue ¢ Chicago 80, Illinois 
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Impertinent Comments On 
Japanese Life And Architecture 


By TOM W. SHEFELMAN 
Editor's Note: Mr. Shefelman is a young 
Texas architect who has been traveling and 
studying in Japan with his wife Janice. 


What is Japanese architecture? We 
are beginning to wonder why we can- 
not yet answer such a question after 
already seeing so many shrines, tem- 
ples and houses. They all looked alike 
at first glance, as did Japanese faces. 
But now, as do Japanese faces, each 
structure, each garden begins to as- 
sume an individuality of its own. 

To define or categorize what is be- 
ing designed and built today is even 
more difficult. As we try to understand 
modern Japan through the eyes of a 
contemporary Western architect we 


are completely baffled. 
Change Not Complete 
We see the Japanese leaving his 


matted house for the business world 
feeling that his architecture, like his 
clothes, must change to ‘Western 
Style.” In neither case is the change 
always as complete as he thinks it is. 
No matter how complete it is, nor with 
how much expense, the new "duds" 
usually do not fit too well. 

In so many departments of Japanese 
life there is that unquestioning adop- 
tion, in part or in full, of the new or 
the Western, even as in other depart- 
ments there remains the docile accept- 
ance of things as they always were. To 
take an idea from the West and then 
to go on from there is a mental process 
which seems foreign to Japanese think- 
ing. To make use of the cultural and 
spiritual recourses of his own ancient 
civilization when confronted with the 
outward manifestations of Western 
civilization appears to be too difficult 
a task for him. 


“Co-existence" Is Description 
The idea of bringing the new and 


the old, the Western and the Eastern 
into harmony with one another we 
rarely see in practice. ‘‘Co-existence" 
is the word which describes today's 
situation best. 

Walter Gropius is rumored to have 
displayed signs of disappointment that 
so much of his school of thought has 
been adopted without questioning, and 
so often superficially applied, by some 
of the well known Japanese architects. 
We ourselves were disappointed in 
some of the large commercial buildings 
now mushrooming in Tokyo. So many 
are such great, cold hulks of concrete, 
glass and tile. So many seem to lack 
the sense of visual order, the restraint 
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''Co-Existence" In Modern Japan 


This Japanese couple, the wife in traditional costume with her child, the 
husband in Western dress complete with briefcase, are symbolic of some mani- 
festations of Nipponese architecture today, Tom W. Shefelman reports. 


and refinement which the Japanese on 
a smaller scale could handle so well. 
Difficulty Taking Root 
And on the ground nature gives way 


to an empty sea of concrete pavement 
and terrazzo. But the source of inspira- 
tion, or better yet, imitation, is obvious 
— The Bauhaus, Le Corbusier. We can- 
not help but think of a great tree that 
has been transplanted into strange soil 
and is having much difficulty taking 
root. 

Gropius is said to have complained 
of lack of scale, human scale in this 
“new architecture." He has suggested 
that the Japanese turn to their own 
traditional architecture more often for 
inspiration. But some of them answer 
that this is impossible in the design of 
the big concrete structure. 

Traditional Architecture of Wood 

The problem is different. Traditional 
architecture is of wood. It is for sitting 
on the floor. It is impractical. But cer- 
tainly there must be a difference be- 
tween the inconveniences of the tradi- 
tional, and the spirit or frame or mind 
which made creation of the poetry in 
it possible. Frank Lloyd Wright grasped 
much of this poetry and recreated it in 
concrete and masonry with modern 
plumbing, heating, and electricity to 
boot. 

Is this impasse in architecture sym- 


bolic of the entire Japanese culture 
which Western ideas are now invad- 
ing? We were told the other day about 
a young girl from a family of Noh ac- 
tors. Noh drama is considered by many 
the apex of Orenital art. In it the audi- 
ence experiences the total elimination 
of the non-essential, the perfection of 
every sound and movement, the perfect 
exercise for the keenest imagination. 
Symbolic of Entire Culture? 

This young girl had already master- 
ed such perfection through the training 
of her family, in which the art has 
passed for generations as a family 
heritage. A very capable English teach- 
er in a private school attempted to use 
her talent in a Shakespearean play. 
The attempt ended in failure. The 
greatest of Western drama left too 
much to the initiative. It followed no 
rigid pattern such as the young girl 
had learned mechanically, yet so 
gracefully, to follow in Noh. 

This episode may appear to be an 
extreme example. Nevertheless, it pro- 
vides for us an excellent illustration of 
the problem created in Japan by the 
flood of Western ideas and the new- 
found freedom to respond to them. The 
field of architecture provides only one 
of the many outward manifestations of 
this problem. And this generation can- 
not hope to predict the final outcome. 
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Galveston District . . . 

tions with the number one A-E selected. 
If a fee can be agreed upon, a con- 
tract is entered into upon receipt of re- 
quired authority to award. if agree- 
ment cannot be reached with regard to 
fee, negotiations are then broken-off 
and our second choice is called in for 
negotiation, and if necessary, the third. 
Thus far, we have never had to go be- 
yond the second choice. 

With few exceptions, A-E firms have 
“shouldered the load" so to speak, 
with Galveston District personnel. They 
have taken an active interest in the 
problems and work of the District, 
“burning the midnight oil to incor- 
porate changes in design and yet meet 


deadlines. 
A-E’s Contribution to Natior 
As an officer in the Corps of Engi- 


neers, U. S. Army, and in my capacity 
as District Engineer of the Galveston 
District, | am in a position to appre- 
ciate the tremendous services the archi- 
tect-engineers of America have ren- 
dered to our Nation — to its economic 
strength, to its defenses against ag- 
gression, and to the well-being of its 
people. 

Today, the United States relies upon 
its architect-engineer and construction 
industry as never before. Our expand- 
ing economy requires constantly more, 
better, taster, bigger and more varied 
construction. And today, during this 
era of uncertainty, adequate design 
and construction are two of the main 
roots OT Our ettorts Tor detense. 


Shortage of Engineers 
In this twilight era of half-peace and 


half-war, we must be ready to mobilize 
instantly tor the hasty, unmeasured 
needs of our military construction on 
one or a hundred tronts, at home or 
abroad. You may expect to be called 
on the future, as in the past, to per- 
form tasks that will test the utmost lim- 
its oT your skills, resources, and know- 
how. We of the military establishment, 
will continue to bring unprecedented 
design and construction problems to 
you for technical advice in both plan- 
ning and building. We will continue to 
draw upon you for skilled and experi- 
enced personnel, both as consultants 
and on actual jobs. 

Now it has become an axiom that 
modern war is an engineering war. 
Military preparedness and military op- 
erations alike, call for the very highest 
skills in engineering planning and con- 
struction. On the Army's side, they call 
for an alert, knowledgeable, large 
scale organization in existence at all 
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times. On the side of private enter- 
prise, it calls for skill and know-how 
unmatched by planners and builders 
of any other nation. This we find 
among America's architect-engineers 
and contractors. 

Our lead in construction power is 
clear-cut. In other facets of technology 
we are not as secure. Our engineering 
personnel problems, in particular, are 
becoming more serious each year. We 
are told that Russia has been turning 
out almost twice as many technologists 
and engineers a year as are being 
graduated from America's engineering 
schools. In fact, the National Science 
Foundation recently told the Congress 
that in 1955, Russia will turn out three 
times as many young scientists and 
engineers as the United States. Mean- 
while, we Americans are not only fall- 


ing behind the Russians, but behind our 
own needs. The Nation is not produc- 
ing enough engineering graduates to- 
day to fill the ranks of our public and 
private engineering organizations, nor 
enough engineering and science teach- 
ers, particularly at high-school level, 
to assure our supply of engineers for 
the future. This is something for all of 
us who are interested in design or con- 
struction to give much serious thought. 
Engineer education should be aided 
wherever possible. 

Our strength is the strength of team- 
work. The jobs that we have been call- 
ed upon to execute together have 
been done, are being done, and | am 
happy to say, will continue to be done 
honestly and according to the rules 
which provide for fair and just treat- 
ment to all. 


Sparkiing White Marble 
and 20 Other Colors 
for Roofing & Terrazzo 


4 Shades of Green Now So Popular 


We have an inventory of 100,000 bags; can fill orders for 


one or more colors immediately. 


DEZENDORF MARBLE COMPANY 


2800 E. 17th ST. 


DOOR CLOSER 


PHONE 2-3440 


AUSTIN, TEXAS 


REPRESENTATIVES 


For information on LCN Closers concealed over the door, 
in the door, or in the floor, or exposed, call or write 


for Eastern and Central Texas: 


JOHN J. HUGHES 
3106 Drexel Drive, Da!las 5, Texas 
Telephone LAkeside 5070 


for Amarillo, Plainview, Lubbock, 
Lamesa, Midland and West: 


L. E. CLEAVINGER 


616 Mercantile Building, Denver 2, Colorado 
Telephone KEystone 4-7313 
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SERVICE 


FURNITURE 
INFORMATION 


Ww 


INTERIOR 
LAYOUTS 


GRAPHIC 
PRESENTATION 


DESIGN 
DEPARTMENT 


FINGER CONTRACT 
313) lhom, Houston-AT 344 


PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 


SOUTHERN INSPECTION SERVICE 
ENGINEERS INSPECTION & TESTS 


? 


P. O. Box 3206 Houston 
8633 | Ave. 
P D. Barnard 
Mgr 5 VA-6621 


Houston, Texos 


H. G. ANDERSON & 


ASSOCIATES 
“QUANTITY SURVEYS" 
PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES 
803 THOMAS BLDG P.O. BOX 9814 


RANDOLPH 3711 DALLAS, TEXAS 
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Architects Participate In 
Community Planning Session 
At University of Texas 

Karl Kamrath, TSA-AIA of Houston, 
chairman of the Texas State Planning 
Commission, and Herbert M. Tatum of 
Dallas, former president of TSA and 
chairman of the American Institute of 
Architects regional committee on urban 
design nda housing, were among those 
attending a recent conference on com- 
munity planning at the University of 
Texas. 

The conference was under the chair- 
manship of Hugo Leipziger-Pearce, 
TSA-AIA, professor of architecture and 
planning at the University. 

Morning and sessions 
brought together 34 representatives 
from the University of Texas, various 
state agencies, and TSA. 

Harold V. Miller, executive director 
of the Tennessee State Planning Com- 
mission, served as consultant and 
luncheon speaker. The conference es- 
tablished a frame of reference by 
which the University of Texas profes- 


luncheon 


sional research resources could be util- 
ized for graduate education and serv- 
ices in city and regional planning to 
benefit Texas’ urban growth. 


Houston Architects 
Active In Campaign To 
Restore Historic Home 

Five Houston TSA members, headed 
by Harvin C. Moore, chairman of the 
Houston Chapter's committee for the 
preservation of historic buildings, are 
active in efforts of the Harris County 
Heritage & Conservation Society to re- 
store the historic Noble House in the 
bayou city. 

The 110-year-old structure, only re- 
maining Houston home which dates 
from the days of the Texas Republic, 
has been threatened with destruction 
for years, particularly since a fire this 
spring which left it only partially 
intact. 

A group including Birdsall P. Bris- 
coe, TSA-FAIA; Ralph Buffington, Al- 
bert Howze and J. R. Tabor, all TSA; 
and Mr. Moore are preparing restora- 
tion plans as a civic service. Research 


is now proceeding rapidly so that 
restoration of the house will be as 
authentic as possible. Among the 


problems involved, however, are locat- 
ing early photographs of the house or 
technical data regarding its original 
condition, and such materials as over- 
sized brick. The original brick came 
from a yard operated by slaves in 
early Houston. 


| Order CLAY TILE for beauty that lasts 
ARCHITECTS specify genuine clay tile for commercial and 


residential floors and walls where ruggedness 
or beauty is important. 


CONTRACTORS prefer dry-press clay tile because 
its precision assures exact setting—quicker, 
easier installation. 


CLIENTS approve of beautiful clay tile walls and floors because 
—whatever the installation—they are proven 
time and money savers. 


Only dry-press clay tile meets so many requirements of architect, 
contractor, and client. Clay tile lasts, no matter how heavy the wear. Its 
natural beauty blends in with every type of design. 

Moreover, you cut time and cost in installation when you use dry-press 
clay tile. The exact setting made possible by this precision-formed tile 
speeds up every job—saves you as much as 10% to 15% on each installation. 

Clients like the way clay tiling keeps right on saving money. Acid- 
resistant, fireproof, rot-proof and vermin-proof, it survives the roughest 
use, yet requires no maintenance. 


Texeramics Flint Quarry Tiles, manufactured by the 
dry-press method, surpass government specifications. 
Available in standard sizes (3%”x8"x 1” and 
6” x6” x 14") with a complete line of trim. Three 
natural colors: Red Chief (red), Desert Sand (buff) 
and Fire Flash. Write for samples and information. 


TEXERAMICS INC. 


P. O. BOX 274 PHONE 1828 
MINERAL WELLS, TEXAS 
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WHITE is 4o much more of celine | 


Trinity white—the whitest white cement—is a true portland. 

The gleaming sparkling whiteness as mass or contrast increases the 
stature of good design. Use it for architectural concrete units; 
stucco; terrazzo; and wherever high light-reflection is indicated. 


Trinity white meets all Federal and ASTM specifications. 
€« This greyness of 
grey portland cement is 
absent in Trinity White. 
That's why Trinity White 
is best Where concrete is 
to be tinted. There is no 
muddiness to your colors. 
You get cleaner, trver 
values. 


THE WHITEST WHITE CEMENT 


A Product of GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT CO. * Chicago * Dallas * Chattanooga * Tampa * Los Angeles 


Any way you look at it... 
They're your best buy in windows! 


g 


Arislide aluminum sliding windows 


@ Reduced installation cost: nail-in anchor fin eliminates Write for catalogues 


surrounds or frames. 


4 r M to: N. K N lows & Doors Division, i 
@ Nylon bottom rollers for smooth, quiet operation. Miche F ı Works, Inc. f 


co, California. 
z Windows Catalogue and 


@ Complete mohair weatherstripping. 
@ Sliding unit easily removed from inside. 
@ May be purchased knocked-down or fully assembled. 


Quality-built by the makers of 
Arislide Steel Sliding Doors 


Since 1912 


MICHEL & PFEFFER IRON WORKS, INC. «+ 212 SHAW ROAD + SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


